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The Future of Hispanics Under Donald Trump’s
Immigration Policy — a Debate Based on the First Years
of the Presidency

Since the second half of the XX century, American immigration policy has been
strongly affected by the flow of Latin American immigrants. The Hart-Cellar Act
(the Immigration and Nationality Act), enacted in 1965, prioritized family re-
unification. For many Hispanic immigrants already present in the USA, it meant
that they were granted an opportunity to bring their numerous relatives to live
on American soil with them. Apart from the immigration law, there were many
reasons that made Latin Americans dream about entering the United States. To par-
aphrasing Ravenstein’s theory, they were both “pulled” and “pushed” to migrate.
A simple comparison of the economies of sending countries and the USA shows
the existence of deep disparities. The opportunities offered by the American econ-
omy acted as a strong factor encouraging people to move northward. On the other
hand, crime and lack of public security pushed Latin Americans to look for a better
and safer place to live. Since the 70’s, the number of Hispanic immigrants entering
the USA has been steadily and inexorably growing. Today, there are an estimated
58 million Hispanics living in the USA, accounting for 18% of the nation’s popula-
tion. 34,4% of Hispanics are immigrants. Hispanics of Mexican origin accounted
for 63.3% (36 million) of the nation’s Hispanic population in 2015, by far the largest
share of any origin group. Salvadorans, Cubans, Dominicans, Guatemalans and
Colombians all have populations of more than 1 million, and each of these groups
has also seen its population increase over the past decade.' Keeping in mind this
large number of people of Latin American origin residing in the USA, it is impor-
tant to also remember the large number of unauthorized immigrants. Estimates say
there were 11 million unauthorized immigrants in the U.S. in 2015, representing
3.4% of the total U.S. population. The number of unauthorized immigrants from
nations other than Mexico has grown, mainly because of the increasing number
of Central Americans entering the USA without authorization.? Hispanics are an
important part of American society and a challenge to state policies. Their presence
is felt in many aspects of all citizens’ lives. Non-Hispanics have to deal with neigh-
bors celebrating different holidays, employees who do not speak English, or friends
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living in fear of deportation. On the other hand, the state has to face the problem
of effective control over foreigners staying in the country. National security has
become extremely important since the 9/11 terrorist attack. Since then, American
immigration policy is considered an integral part of the national security strategy.
Given the above-mentioned facts, it is obvious that Hispanics are an important part
of American immigration policy. They are not only foreigners staying illegally in the
USA; many of them are also voters. It is believed that Hispanics’ electoral power
will be growing in the future. So far, it has not been fully exercised because many
eligible Latinos have never registered to vote. During the presidential campaign
in 2016, Donald Trump did not gain a significant number of Hispanic votes. He is
a well-known critic of uncontrolled immigration. First as a candidate and then as
a president, he has favored a hard-line immigration policy. His first immigration
decisions brought conflicts and tension. Some were discussed in the courts, such as
“the Muslim travel ban”.

This article discusses changes introduced in American immigration policy by
President Donald Trump. There were two important research questions: first, how
will the situation of different Latin American immigrant groups change, and sec-
ond, what parts of contemporary immigration policy will affect Hispanics already
living in the USA. The analysis focused on both illegal and legal immigration. How-
ever, due to the complex nature of immigration changes implemented in American
immigration law, this discussion had to be narrowed to a few problems only.

Donald Trunsp and Hispanics

The political relationship between Donald Trump and the Hispanic minority is
rather harsh. This is first of all because Hispanics usually favor Democrats in their
political support, and second because of Trump’s stance on immigrants. Last but
not least, it is because the American president has a very clear opinion on Latinos.
In June 2015, while introducing his candidacy for the presidency, he said: “When
Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending the best. They’re sending people that
have lots of problems and they’re bringing those problems. They’re bringing drugs,
they’re bringing crime. They’re rapists and some, I assume, are good people, but I
speak to border guards and they’re telling us what we’re getting.™

In the 2016 election, it was Hillary Clinton who won the Hispanic vote (66%).
The level of support for the Democratic Party has been quite stable among Latinos.
According to the Pew Research Center, in 2008 Barack Obama was backed by 67%
and four years later, 71% of Hispanic voters helped him to win.* A very similar sit-

5 ‘30 of Donald Trump’s wildest quotes,” CBS News, cbsn.ws/2Fj8oVS [Downloaded November 7, 2018]
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uation can be observed among voters of Hispanic origin supporting Republicans.
In 2008 John McCain won 31% of their votes, in 2012 Mitt Romney collected 27%,
and Donald Trump was supported by 28%. It is also important to remember that
the level of political support is also based on the party’s activity to mobilize its elec-
torate. According to Latino Decision’s findings, in 2016 the Democratic Party was
twice as active in mobilizing Latino voters as the Republican Party.’

Although Hispanic voters are still a minority, they are considered important
players on the American political scene. Their electoral power is growing. In 2016,
there were 27.3 million Latinos eligible to vote (12% of all eligible voters). This was 4
million more than four years earlier, and it was the largest surge of any racial/ethnic
group. It is also important that the number of Hispanic voters is growing in battle-
ground states. These are states where electoral battles have been fierce, so far, due
to the comparable political strength between the Democratic Party and the Repub-
lican Party. An increase in the power of the Latino vote can strengthen Democrats
in these states. Hispanics have favored them over Republicans in every presidential
election since the 1980s. Although in battleground states the share of Latino voters
is significant (in 2016 in Arizona it was 22 percent of the electorate, in Colorado
—14.5%, Florida — 18%, Nevada — 17%, New Mexico — 40% and Texas — 28%)°, their
electoral power has been limited by the level of political participation, which is
relatively low.7 In the 2012 election about half of the eligible Latino electorate voted.

Although most Latinos favor Democrats, nearly one in five supported Donald
Trump in the last election. It surprised some commentators who expected all Lati-
nos to condemn Trump’s candidacy. However, the characteristics of Hispanics liv-
ing in the USA are usually simplified, especially in public discourse. The group is
most often considered homogeneous. Its members, all but Brazilians, speak Span-
ish and represent a similar cultural heritage; they are all immigrants, or descend-
ants of immigrants. They usually work in blue collar jobs and a many of them are
staying in the USA illegally. Yet this picture of Latinos is not supported by detailed
scientific data. The Hispanic minority group is, in fact, heterogeneous. Some of
them are recent arrivals, while some have ancestors who have been living on Amer-
ican territory since the Mexican-American War in 1848 (before the war it was Mex-
ican territory). US Latinos are Black, Asian, Jewish, catholic, evangelical, etc. It is
unrealistic to treat them as a block or expect them to make decisions as a block, or
to believe that Hispanics can mirror African-American voters just because some of
them are black.® Cuban-Americans or Puerto Ricans do not share the same expecta-

5 Adrian PANTOJA: ‘Latino voters say Democrats Are Mobilizing them to Vote by 3-1 margin.’ Latino
Decisions, October 13, 2016, bit.ly/2JaZPfX [Downloaded: July 11, 2018]
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tions and interests as, for example, Mexican-Americans. Puerto Ricans may not
be interested in immigration issues since they are American citizens (even those
born on the island). Cuban-Americans are usually not recent arrivals and therefore
they are quite well assimilated into American society and culture. Their political
support is informed mostly by a stance on Cuban-American foreign relations.® Me-
xican immigrants in the USA, first of all, are interested in immigration debates and
immigration policy. This heterogeneity of Latino ethnic groups influences voting
behavior, and it explains why there are Hispanic voters who support Trump.

After Trump’s declaration that Mexicans are “rapists” and “criminals”, the for-
mer Mexican president Vicente Fox begged Latinos supporting Trump to “open
their eyes” and warned them that “they are followers of a false prophet”.* His opin-
ion was not unique. Twenty-two celebrities (among them Carlos Santana) wrote
a letter warning that “Latinos should understand that Donald Trump embodies
the true face of the entire Republican Party”.” During the Latin Grammys, the
bands Los Tigres Del Norte and Man4 displayed a banner “Latinos unite: don’t
vote for the racists!” The pressure among members of Hispanic ethnic groups to
not support Trump was significant. Some of Los Trumpistas (Latinos supporting
Donald Trump) admitted they were afraid to share their political sympathies for
the Republican candidate. Given that Trump favors mass deportations, wants to
build a wall at the border to stop illegal crossings from Latin America and is not
going to help refugees, for some it was unbelievable there were people who praised
his plans. The media questioned Hispanic voters to find out why they support-
ed Trump. Their reasons were similar to those of white Americans. First of all, for
many Latinos the most important was their economic well-being, but it was also
important that he was not an established politician. They also claimed they had no
choice. It was hard to believe in Hillary Clinton’s promises, and there was no better
alternative among candidates. Some of them agreed they did not feel safe because
of terrorist threats. In their opinion, Trump was right that illegal immigration was
dangerous and should be stopped. And even Donald Trump’s behavior, which
many believed to be crass or impertinent, was positive for some of his supporters:
“Donald Trump is not just saying what he thinks people want to hear, he’s saying
what they’re afraid to say. I believe that he’s the only candidate who can make
America strong and safe again.”
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Hardline presidency

For many American voters, it was hard to believe that Donald Trump won the elec-
tion. Hispanics’ predictions for the future were not very optimistic but similar to
those of the general public. 38% of Americans and 40% of Hispanics said that he
will be either a “poor” or “terrible” president. Latinos were divided in their opin-
ions on the meaning of this presidency and their role in American society. Many
of them were also afraid that they would have to reconsider their future life in the
USA. As mentioned earlier in this article, the biggest minority group in the USA is
heterogeneous. When Donald Trump became the 45" president of the USA, His-
panics who were not American citizens (or legal permanent residents) expressed
their fears. Although it was Barack Obama who was called “the deporter in chief”
(because his administration removed about 2.5 million foreigners living illegally in
the USA), the new president was well known for threatening immigrants with mass
deportations. He warned that no immigrant could feel safe, but during the presi-
dential campaign he confused Hispanic voters declaring: “I’ll take jobs back from
China, I'll take jobs back from Japan. The Hispanics are going to get those jobs,
and they’re going to love Trump.”* However, in the opinion of Hector Sinchez
Barba, chair of the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda (NHLA), the first 100
days of the presidency and Trump’s nativist rhetoric and immigration policy had a
“devastating impact” on the Latino community.’s Moreover, the National Council
of La Raza asked Hispanics to describe their feelings in a single word only. The most
often used words, among the 1,400 respondents, were “disgusted,” “scared,” and
“disappointed.”®

Border protection

President Donald Trump’s first decision did not hit Latinos directly. The contro-
versial Executive Order Protecting the Nation From Terrorist Attacks by Foreign
Nationals” signed on January 27, 2017, was designed to stop the entry of citizens
from seven, mostly Muslim, countries.’ But additional provisions of the order did
influence the migration of Central American residents fleeing from insecurity, pov-
erty and crime. Trump suspended admitting all refugees for 120 days. It meant that

4 Jill CoLviN - Seth RoBBiNs: ‘Hispanics love me, Trump declares at Mexican border.” Associated
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many asylum seekers were trapped at the border. For many years American border
with Mexico was crowded by unaccompanied minors trying to enter the country.®
Most of them came from the so-called Northern Triangle (Salvador, Guatemala
and Honduras).” “In 2017, the majority of these children were between 15 to 18
years old, and 94% were referred to the refugee-resettlement office after fleeing
violence in Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. Only 3% were from Mexico.™
Their presence at American gates raised humanitarian concerns. Common proce-
dures required time-consuming proceedings to determine if a child was entitled to
stay in the USA or should be deported. Many of those claiming asylum had no legal
representation and were given a deportation order. Other minors apprehended at
the border were held in detention centers for weeks. In 2018, the average stay in a
shelter has been 56 days. Human rights advocates have stressed that the conditions
in such facilities were close to those in prison.? They also pointed out that, accord-
ing to estimates, about 50 percent of those trying to enter the United States had
parents already residing there. Moreover, up to 80 percent of them had a relative
able to take care of them while their case was processed by American authorities.?
In addition, public opinion urged the Department of Health and Human Servic-
es (who is responsible for children who arrive at the border without parents or
guardians) to place minors with their relatives. However, it soon appeared that
this solution brought new problems. In April 2018, officials from the Department
of Health and Human Services reported they were not able to reach almost 1,500
minors placed with their relatives or other sponsors.? When the media announced
that children were lost and anti-immigration organizations were blaming author-
ities for losing control, the Trump administration disclaimed the fact and called it
“false and misleading”.”
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The incumbent president of the United States had to face even harsher criticism
when he supported a “zero tolerance” immigration policy introduced by Jeff Ses-
sions (US Attorney General) on April 6, 2018 and announced the ending of the
“catch and release” policy on the same day.?¢ It affected Hispanic migrant families
trying to enter the United States and resulted in an emotional drama. The issue
also raised questions about human rights and particularly children’s rights. Donald
Trump, since the first day in his office, has been trying to change present immigra-
tion policy. His efforts aimed to develop restrictions both on illegal immigrants
and legal foreign residents. The “zero tolerance” policy’s goal was to deter fam-
ilies from coming to the Mexican-American border. After apprehension, parents
were separated with their children. While adults were waiting for their deportation
in jail, minors were labeled “unaccompanied” and turned over to the procedure
mentioned above. The media reported that “between October 1, 2017 and May 371,
2018, at least 2,700 children have been split from their parents. 1,995 of them were
separated over the last six weeks of that window—April 18 to May 31—indicating
that at present, an average of 45 children are being taken from their parents each
day.” It is worth mentioning that, according to American immigration law, all
adults caught crossing into the US illegally are supposed to be criminally prosecut-
ed. In this case, family separation was inevitable, and it was not a new idea. How-
ever, Donald Trump’s intention in this situation was to stop the so-called “catch
and release” policy. It has been in use since the George W. Bush administration
and meant that unauthorized immigrant families were allowed to live in the USA
until their immigration proceedings would be over. The problem was that courts
were overloaded with cases and it could take many years. Given other limitations,
there were no better solutions. Children could not be legally detained longer than
20 days and the number of facilities corresponding with detained families’ needs
was insufficient.

Hispanic organizations in the USA condemned the president’s policy. Janet
Murguia from UnidosUS* commented: “The inhuman cruelty of the Trump Ad-
ministration’s policy of separating families at the border takes an even more tragic
turn. This horrific policy can and must end NOW.” On June 19, 2018, Hispanic
Federation President José Calderén also issued a statement calling for action: “His-
panic Federation and its network of more than 100 Latino nonprofits call on mem-
bers of both parties, but especially Republicans who continue to empower and give
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cover to the President’s noxious xenophobic agenda, to immediately and forcefully
demand that this Administration end the policy of forced separations.”°

Donald Trump’s decision was questioned by the court. In June 2018, a federal
judge ordered that families arrested while crossing the border illegally could no
longer be separated. Moreover, the court ruled that the government must reunite
within 30 days those families that had been split up. In those cases where children
were younger than five, immigration agents had to reunite them with their parents
within 14 days.3' The president finally signed an executive order and ended his con-
troversial policy.3> However, after announcing his decision, in a short speech Trump
reiterated his goals again and assured that his immigration policy had not changed:
“We’re going to keep families together but we still have to maintain toughness or
our country will be overrun by people, by crime, by all of the things that we don’t
stand for and that we don’t want.”s3

Trunep’s bargaining card

To protect the country against the flow of illegal immigrants from Latin America,
Donald Trump opted for building a wall at the Mexican-American border. During
the presidential campaign, he declared that the government of Mexico would pay
for it, because most of the unauthorized immigrants were coming from this coun-
try. Gerénimo Gutiérrez, the Mexican ambassador to the US, commented: “We
don’t think that’s the right way to go. Quite frankly, we find it aggressive, offensive.
But we respect the right of the United States to take a decision to secure its border
in the way they see appropriate.”* Trump’s idea of building a wall was criticized
also within the country as it was proposed at a time when the number of border
apprehensions had significantly dropped and were at historic lows.» The cost of the
wall was an important issue, but estimates provided by different sources varied. At
first Donald Trump was talking about $10-12 billion, but later he admitted that it
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could cost about $18 billion. Congressional Republicans expected expenditures of
$12-15 billion, and Democratic senators warned it could cost up to $70 billion.3
Considering the fact that border enforcement was successful, the number of'illegal
crossings had decreased and the high cost of the wall, there was not enough sup-
port for the president’s idea.

For many Hispanics already living in the USA, border militarization did not
mean a significant change in their everyday life. The data released by the Pew Re-
search Center revealed that the most important issue for members of this group
was education, then jobs and health care.’” But President Donald Trump’s immi-
gration policy challenged Latinos’ priority interests and drew the group’s attention
to migration. As mentioned above, Trump could not convince Congress to spend
money on the wall. He expressed his disappointment in a tweet: “The Democrats
have been told, and fully understand, that there can be no DACA without the des-
perately needed WALL at the Southern Border and an END to the horrible Chain
Migration & ridiculous Lottery System of Immigration etc. We must protect our
Country at all cost!”3*

The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) was a program introduced
in 2012 by President Barack Obama’s executive order.? It provided protection from
immediate deportation to certain undocumented immigrants, many of whom had
come to the USA as young children. Obama announced the program when it be-
came clear that the project of the DREAM Act (the Development, Relief, and Ed-
ucation for Alien Minors Act) had no chance of gaining enough votes in Congress
to become a law. Young undocumented immigrants, who were supposed to be
the beneficiaries of the new regulation, have since been called Dreamers. In Sep-
tember 2017, Donald Trump announced that he was going to phase out the DACA
program, and almost 800,000 program recipients (nearly 80% of them were of
Mexican origin) found themselves in danger of possible deportation. Immigration
agents had information on their illegal status and personal data necessary to start
the procedure of removal.4 Although Mexican authorities gave assurances that
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they were going to welcome their citizens deported from the USA and help them,
the situation of Dreamers was serious. Most of them had been brought to the USA
when they were kids. They had graduated from American schools and universi-
ties, were fluent in English and fully assimilated.#' In many cases, they didn’t even
remember their origin countries, and some of them had problems with Spanish.
The media reported about the drama experienced by the deported Dreamers who
had no close relatives in their origin countries. American public opinion support-
ed Dreamers and marches were organized in the streets of big cities in California,
Washington, Nevada, New York and other states.4> Donald Trump’s decision to end
DACA caused tension not only in Congress, but also in society. President Enrique
Pefia Nieto commented that “any decision was up to the US institutions” 4, and
in the end it was the court which made a final decision. Federal judges in Califor-
nia, New York and the District of Columbia were ordered to continue processing
DACA renewals.4 However, the problem was not over. In May 2018, Texas and sev-
en other states filed suit against the DACA program. At the end of August 2018, the
media reported that a judge from Texas was getting ready to announce his opinion
on the renewal of the program. The judge, Andrew Hanen, a well-known conserv-
ative jurist, blocked one of Obama’s executive orders on immigration earlier, in
2015.% If he now decides that DACA can be barred, it will deepen divisions and
create a legal limbo brought about by conflicting court orders.

Legal immaigration challenge

President Trump’s immigration proposals confronted Hispanics living in the USA le-
gally. During the presidential campaign, a key part of his speeches on terrorism, na-
tional security and immigration was the so-called “chain migration” phenomenon.
It is a derogatory term describing family reunification or family migration. Accord-
ing to American law, US citizens and legal permanent residents (green card holders)
are allowed to petition the government to allow their relatives to enter the USA.4
According to the State Department, nearly 4 million people were on the waiting list

4 Alan GoMez: “What the Supreme Court ruling means for DACA and almost 700,000 undocumented
immigrants.” USA Today, 02/26/2018, usat.ly/2PLQcss. [Downloaded: August 28, 2018]

4  Henry Gass: ‘With dueling DACA cases, Supreme Court showdown seems inevitable.” The Christian
Science Monitor, May 04, 2018, bit.ly/2tdGk1o. [Downloaded: August 28, 2018]

4 Kaitlynn ScHALLHOM: ‘What is DACA and what does the Trump administration want to do with it?’
FoxNews.com, June 18, 2018, fxn.ws/2MCQOTu. [Downloaded: August 28, 2018]

4 Alan GomEz — Sophie KAPLAN: ‘DACA was supposed to end Monday. It didn’t, but DREAMERs remain
anxious,” USA Today, 03/06/2018, usat.ly/2wkq6ES. [Downloaded: August 28, 2018]

4 ‘Is DACA heading for the Supreme Court?’ The Economzist, August 28, 2018, econ.st/2My1hQr. [Down-
loaded: August 28, 2018]

4 Rafael BERNAL: ‘What is chain migration?’ The Hill, January 25, 2018, bit.ly/2PMeNxd. [Download-
ed: August 28, 2018]

for family-based visas in FY 2018. Among them there were 1.2 million Mexicans, 100
thousand Haitians, 70 thousand Salvadorans and 60 thousand Cubans.+

During President Trump’s State of the Union address he claimed: “Under the
current, broken system, a single immigrant can bring in virtually unlimited num-
bers of distant relatives.™® This false information was immediately questioned in
a public debate.# Current immigration law allows bringing over only the closest
family members. It means that sponsoring is limited to spouses, children, siblings
and parents.”® It denies the presidential theory of infinite chain migration. Trump’s
hostility towards legal immigrants was based both on real and imaginary numbers.
According to available data, every year about one million new legal immigrants en-
ter the USA. The Department of Homeland Security statistics show that about half
of them are “initiating immigrants”, while the other half is family members reunit-
ing with relatives.”” When we compare this fact with the share of Latino immigrants
out of the total permanent immigrant population, which reaches 30% for only five
origin countries (Mexico 15%, Cuba 6%, Dominican Republic 5%, Haiti 2%, El Sal-
vador 2%),” we can find the grounds for anti-immigrant prejudice and fears. More-
over, in a public debate it is very often underlined that Hispanic families are big.
They are blamed not only for giving birth to too many children (a child born on
American soil becomes an American citizen, even if her/his parents are staying in
the USA illegally) but also for bringing their countless relatives in the USA.

Donald Trump’s immigration policy aims to limit the number of legal perma-
nent immigrants. To achieve his goal, the President proposed to end the Diver-
sity Visa Program that was instituted in the 1980s. Rules of the program say that
each year 55,000 green cards (permanent resident card) are available for citizens of
underrepresented countries. Winners of the lottery, who are randomly chosen by
computer program, “must have the equivalent of at least a high school education or
two years of work experience during the past five at a job that required at least two

4 ‘Annual Report of Immigrant Visa Applicants in the Family-sponsored and Employment-based pref-
erences Registered at the National Visa Center as of November 1, 2017.” bit.ly/20k1yro. [Downloaded:
August 28, 2018]
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February 04, 2018, bit.ly/2sgvbAp. [Downloaded: August 28, 2018]; KENEALLY, Megan, ‘Conflicting
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abcn.ws/2PLF2E9. [Downloaded: August 28, 2018]

% Ryan BaugH: ‘U.S. Lawful Permanent Residents: 2016.” Department of Homeland Security, Decem-
ber 2017, bit.ly/2N1F63X. [Downloaded: August 29, 2018]
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years of training”.% The Diversity Lottery is criticized by President Trump for open-
ing American gates for terrorists. Others feel it is unjust that under the preference
system their relatives have to wait many years before they are allowed to enter the
country and reunite with family already living in the USA, when lottery winners
doitin a year or two.5

The President’s most recent immigration plan is to make it harder to become
an American citizen. Any legal permanent resident who has used public benefits,
for example, Obamacare (the Affordable Care Act insurance program, ACA), food
stamps (the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, SNAP), or the child insur-
ance program will be ineligible.” According to some experts, it could affect about
20 million immigrants. Study shows that naturalization has been an important issue
for Latinos. In 2014, 84% out of 400 Hispanics interviewed by The National Asso-
ciation of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) Educational Fund and
Latino Decisions considered it a significant goal in their life.** However, the survey
conducted by the Pew Research Center revealed that Mexicans (legal residents)
were the least likely to become naturalized. Although they accounted for a third of
the total population who could apply for American citizenship, their naturalization
rate was disproportionately low. While the naturalization rate for non-Mexicans
had risen in 2015 to 74 percent, among Mexicans it rose only to 42 percent.” De-
spite immigrants’ wish to become naturalized, many Hispanics could not pass the
language and civics tests that are part of naturalization process. Moreover, 35% of
Mexicans admitted that language was the biggest barrier.>®

It is also worth noting that an idea to exclude immigrants benefitting govern-
ment programs from naturalization, does not seem very accurate considering His-
panic population. Latino enrollment in ACA or SNAP dropped. Even legal resi-
dents are afraid to apply, because of unauthorized family members whom they
don’t want to put in danger.
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Conclusions

Trump’s immigration policy is based on an essential assumption that the future
and prosperity of the USA depends on a restrictive policy toward foreigners. Since
his first day in office, the President has been trying to limit the number of immi-
grants, both legal and unauthorized. Using his executive power, Donald Trump
was trying to change the immigration regulations that had been established in the
1960s. The 1965 Hart-Cellar Act introduced the family preference system, which
has been attacked in so many ways by the President. He proposed to narrow the
definition of a close relative to spouses and children only. He also decided to sep-
arate families at the border, causing a drama with parents and children. Under the
Trump administration the treatment of unaccompanied minors at the border has
become the subject of criticism as well. Even families already living in the United
States could no longer feel safe and comfortable. Given the immigration status of
many people, foreign families are often mixed-status families. It means that some
of them are undocumented, while others have been granted American citizenship.
All these changes in immigration policy, as analyzed in this essay, affect the His-
panic population. This is true not only because of restrictions limiting the number
of Latinos coming to the USA, but also because of the future of those already living
there. The population already residing in the country is more concerned about its
own well-being than the fate of countrymen trying to enter the USA. This is why
Hispanics’ support for Trumps’ actions increased 10% after the first year in office,
according to a Harvard CAPS/Harris poll.® However, the reason that drives this
support is not immigration policy but economy. Tax cuts and policies that stimu-
late small business are especially appreciated since Hispanics are, statistically, by
far the most entrepreneurial demographic in America. In the most recent govern-
ment jobs report, wages for non-managerial workers rose at a 2.7 percent annu-
al clip, the highest in a decade, and the jobless rate for non-college graduates just
hit the lowest level since 2001.%° But the economy can be insufficient to maintain
support for Trump among Hispanic voters if his administration at the same time
continues harassing legal immigrants. The media has recently reported about a new
policy targeting U.S. citizens of Hispanic origin. Many of them living along the
U.S.-Mexico border have been accused of having fraudulent birth certificates, and
their passports were revoked. Some of them were jailed and awaited immigration
proceedings. The government has also increased its rejections of passport applica-
tions for people it suspects of having fraudulent birth certificates.’” The problem
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stems from allegations that midwives and physicians working along the border is-
sued American birth certificates to infants born in Mexico. The deputy director
of the ACLU’s Immigrants’ Rights Project, Lee Gelernt, commented: “The Trump
administration’s attempt to deny passports to long-term American residents living
in border areas is just one more inhumane act in a series of unlawful actions.”

Abstract

Hispanics are an important part of American society and a challenge to state policies. Non-His-
panics bave to deal with neighbors celebrating different holidays, employees who do not speak
English, or friends living in fear of deportation. The state has to face the problem of effective
control over foreigners staying in the country and what is more important over illegal crossings
at the Mexican-American border. National security bas become exctremely important since
the 9/11 terrovist attack. Since then, American immigration policy is considered an integral
part of the national security strategy. Donald Trump, the 49" president of the United States
is well known for bis bard stance on immigration issues. Many of changes already introduced
or still planned to be inzplemented into American immigration policy would affect a huge part
of almost 60 million group of Hispanics living in the USA. The article discusses major changes
in American immigration law and policy duing Donald Trump’s early presidency influencing
mostly the situation of Spanish speaking population of the USA.
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Hispanics, immigration policy, Trump, illegal immigration, dreamers, family re-
unification
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KoNTRA REKA

A kubai fiiggetlenség nemzetkozi viszonyrendszerben:
USA, Spanyolorszig, Kuba

A Monroe-doktrina megsgiiletése é ag USA korai Fiilpolitikdja

A doktrina megsziiletését tobbek kozott az angolokkal szemben 1812-1814-ben
lezajlott masodik fuggetlenségi hiboru elszenvedése, a hanyatlé spanyol jelenlét,
illetve annak helyére 1épé brit és orosz eléretdrés indokolta. 1. Sindor, orosz car
1821-es rendelkezése elvette a haldszati, kereskedelmi és hajézisi lehetéséget a kiil-
foldiektSl egészen a Bering-szorost6l délre az 51. szélességi fokig, eltolva az eurdpai
gazdasigi terjeszkedés lehet8ségét az USA irdnydba. Nagy-Britannia ekkor egykori
gyarmatdval k6z6s megoldast fontolgatott, mely a szizadban tébb izben is felme-
rilt, 4m az amerikai elnékok 6va intették utddaikat ettdl a lehetdségtdl, mint Tho-
mas Jefferson Monroe-nak cimzett levelében is felhivja erre a figyelmet: ,Nagy-Bri-
tannia az a nemzet, mely a legtébbet arthat nekiink” - irja Jefferson.' Alfred Ma-
han? admiralis a szdzad mésodik felében Nagy-Britanniat tekintette a legveszedel-
mesebb rivilisnak, mellyel agy véli, a lehetd legjobb viszonyt sziikséges dpolni, de
a szovetség kérdését kizdrja. 1823-ban Monroe elndk kongresszusi tizenete dokt-
rina formajiban az orszig kulpolitikai hagyomdnyava vilt, mely konkretizalta az
orszag kiliigyi mentalitisit, Henry Kissinger megfogalmazisa szerint ,egyszéval,
az Egyesiilt Allamok kiilpolitikija abban 4llt, hogy nincs kiilpolitikaja.” A szem-
léletméd alapjin egy nyugati irdnyt terjeszkedés nem kiiliigyi, hanem szigortan
beltigyi aktus, melyet Madison, majd Monroe elndk is ennek szellemében értékelt:
»minél jobban terjesztjiikk orszagunk teriiletét, [...] annal nagyobb cselekvési sza-
badsiga lesz mindkét korményzatnak, ahogy biztonsigunk is szilardulni fog: [...]
Egy orszig teriilete, [...] jelentds mértékben meghatirozza a nemzet karakterét.
Jelzi eréforrésait, lakossdga méreteit, fizikai erejét.

Elkeriilhetetlentl mertilt fel Kuba bekebelezése az 1890-es években. Mér az elsé
komoly konfliktus, a tiz éves habor® is veszélyeztette az amerikai gazdasagot, il-

' ,From President Monroe’s Annual Message to Congress December 2.” In United States. President
(1817-1825: Monroe): The Monroe Doctrine also Jefferson’s Letter to Monroe, Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the U.S., Americanization Dept., 1920, 4.

> Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914): az USA admirélisa, térténész, a newporti Haditengerészeti Féis-
kola oktatéja, egyik vezetdje. Jelents szerepe volt az USA tengeri terjeszkedésében, vizsgalta Eurépa
és az Egyesiilt Allamok tengeri eréviszonyait, nézeteit tobb kényvben és tanulmanyban is kifejtette.

3 Henry KisSINGER: Diplonzdcia, Budapest, Panem Kényvkiadé, 2008, 27.

4 KISSINGER: i. m. 23.

5 Tiz éves haboru (1868-1878): a kubai felkel8k elsé komoly, a spanyol félnek is veszteségeket okozé
fegyveres fellépése, mely spanyol gybzelemmel végz8dott.
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